Biological false positive reactors for syphilis (BFP) are defined as those patients having reagin demonstrated by positive serological tests for syphilis and non-reactive treponemal antibody tests. Acute biological false-positive reactions (ABFP) terminate in 1 to 6 months. Patients in whom reagin persists longer than 6 months are considered to have chronic reactions (CBFP). Harvey (1962) stressed the high incidence of autoimmune diseases in patients with CBFP reaction, particularly in females. Burch and Rowell (1963) suggested that many aspects of ageing are fundamentally autoimmune in character. The purpose of this paper is to report our studies of the incidence of chronic biological false-positive reactors in an aged population group. Vazquez and Dixon (1956) was applied. Rheumatoid factor and thyroglobulin auto-antibody were studied by latex fixation (Hyland). Immuno-electrophoresis was performed by the technique of Scheidegger (1955) .
Subjects and Methods

Results
Six of the 58 randomly selected aged persons (9 per cent.) had persistently positive reagin tests for syphilis. Treponemal antibodies were not found, and by definition these patients had CBFP reactions. Additionally, thirteen of 62 patients studied in a clinic for CBFP reactors had developed Wassermann reagin after the age of 60 and had no known cause for the onset of the CBFP reaction. Thus nineteen patients * Received for publication July 6, 1965. were studied in whom ageing was associated with the development of reagin.
The age incidence of the total of 71 aged patients studied is listed in Table I . In addition to reagin there was a significant incidence of autoantibodies directed toward normal tissues in the aged group studied. 
